Kenmore Middle School

Elaine Thomas, principal

Elaine Grant, Miranda DelBello,
music teachers

Student presenters: Abigail Ladik,
Katherine Michienzi, Erin
Cavarello, Olivia Kandler, Paige
Denman



BACKGROUND

Students were asked to look at jobs that people
do using music. We discussed the following
jobs:

* music teacher
* music therapist
« performer

and then we looked at what a MUSIC Critic
does.




WHAT IS AMUSIC CRITIC?




CONSUME, CRITIQUE, PRODUCE...

Several years ago, our district
participated in a training called “Literacy
Cohort.” One of the things | took away
from this was: if you want students to
create a good product, they must first
consume many examples (both good and
bad), critigue them, and THEN they can
produce a good product.




PROCESS:

Students spent time reviewing/learning specific music
vocabulary to use when writing about their music artist.

Students read many examples of music reviews from
websites and from previous student examples.

They compared the reviews to harvest common
information and to evaluate the quality of the reviews
themselves to determine the characteristics of a well-

written review.
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Unbroken [me #3
£2 By Bapalapa2, Unknown,
Unknown | 2 comments

Tuesdays with Morrie [w] Nickel and Dimed by voted GEORGETOWN.
tuesdays with {4 by Bapalapaz, Phoenix, AZ Barbara Ehrenreich [w] #9 UNIVERSITY Hon
Morrie By Corbin F., Cohasset | 0
o Mitch Albom's Tuesdays with  comments
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voted # 1 by Let The Circle Be voted Get a head start on

college this summer.
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THEY ALSO READ EXAMPLES FROM PREVIOUS
7™ GRADERS AND COMPARE THOSE, TOO.

TAYLOR SWIFT

Tresearched Taylor Swift. Taylor swiftis 2 young
talented gl whe writes country and pop songs. Shehas 2
very good voice. She used to live m Wyomissimg PA. She
started to write songs when she was 12, She was number 1
on the chart of the best singers. Her mspirztion came from
this boy that she szt next to and they where talking and
after awhile and she decided to write 2 song.

“Back to December™ is 2 very szd song. At some parts
it was fast and some parts it was slow. Her mstruments are
Guitzr, piano, vocals, background smgers. I love this song
because it is like she is telling a story sbout her relationship
with her ex-boyiriend. It tells me that she wants to go back
to before she made that mistake.

“Spezk Now™ iz about thiz guy that she likes and she
does not want him to get married. The mstruments are
guitar, singing, and drums. The moed of the song is very
mad. The speed of the song 15 fast. I like this song because
it 15 2 fast song and I kmow 2l the words. She is expressing
that this 2 very hard time forher and she want to rushhim
out of the church write way.

“Mean” is mors of 2 fast song she used to get bullied
when she was younger. The mstruments are guitar, drums,
and simging. The mood is sad the tempo of the the song is
medum fast. I like this song becanse she talks about her
feelmg and tellmg every body it is mean to bully and that is
why I like this song.

Interestmg things sbout Taylor swift s that she started
wiiting songs 2t 12 years old. She did not graduzte from

Sabrina Laa G175 Parkad 2 AM

[Taylor Swift

On Decamibar 13, 1989 In Te Gty of Wyamissing, Pennsyivania, 3gresl singear
and sangwriiar was bam. Tayker Swifl siared singing 3l te age of 14 and has
cominued parfrming avar sinca. She was signad with ha Indapandamt Labal, Sig
Machines Recards. Swifl bacamsa e youngas! sangwitiar for Samy’ ATV Music
Puplishing House. SNe plays many INSTumans such 3 Te guitar, Dangd, wewa,
plana, 35 wall 35 har vocais. She lovad Bstaning fo her grandmomer sing 3t church. She
was Inroducad 1o country masic by the Dide Chicis. This gothar ima har first ganra of
musks, country. Har bigg st musical infuance wias Shania Twain, 3ks0 3 sangwiriar and
parfarmer. Jusi 1351 year, Taykar swiiched fram couniry fo pop’ pap rock. This was ana
razsan wity har music ks vary imarasing. Swiflls 3iso out- gaing and d3ied 3 kot of quys

and writas namatva sangs Sbow har Dadi ups and har own parsondl B Swifl oradiad
her firstpop AitUm calad 1060 and was e Dastsang Jbum of 2014, Her ot

aipums Indude Redand Fearless. Taylar Swifl as prograssad in e warkd of sodial
madia. Sha's racaived 7 Grammy Awards, 15 Amanican Music Awards, and har firsl 5
Award inthe Sest imamatonal Famala 500 Artisl calegany.

=Etyi” k5 3 haar aching 5ong 3bout twa pagpis wha arainying 10 fwrgat aach
afar. Tayhar's claar, maaning il wards ar2 accompaniad by T2 drums, bass, Sacric
quitar, and piana. Har singing ks 500 In a2 baginning and gradually g loudar Inmha
charus/ refrain Swifl sings, “And whan we ga crashing Joan, W came Back avary ima
This shaws Tal T2 coupia can grow apan fram 23ch oiher bacause ey Kaap caming
Aok, “Style" 50 Shows T2 yOuNg Faciass ralaonships wa 3l 53am 10 gatin, 35 53
N varsa, *1 showd Justiall you 10 k539 "Causa | oW Sacty whars fisads” Tha
moderaa, Staady 5pasd gives A caichy Dadl and keaps you Bstaning. This sang k53
grastand swasl 5ang Tal ks warh Bsianing 1.

“Siank Space” ks 3 song Mal eN0ws jasiousy and oraziness aboul A guy, wia ks
dging Saifl, chaging an har. Taylor's high, Jaslous wice comasponds with ;e (351 baat
of 12 drums and 112 boud chards rom 12 guitar and Ess. This song starts off 35
mezzo-friz and gats loudar Wit a crasoanda i e charus! ratrain, SwWilts jaskousy
and oraziness ks shown e charus, “50 s ganna be farever or IS ganna ga down in
famaes” And the varsa, "1 gal druni an jaalousy. Sul youll coma back a3ch Bma yau
lagva. "Cause, daring, Tm a mightmara drassad 35 a daydraam.” This calchy, amazing
50N puis you ima an enarg=lic mood.

“Shaa OMT ks 3 hapgy sang aboul frgeting Al e hatars and Just “shaka A
ot~ This sang has T2 Jazzy ne ofhe saxophane and Wrumpat. “Shaka MO ks a
§oud, t251 50Ng T3t MEKSs YOU WA 10 danca. You can 1l T Swi radlly dossmt cars




STUDENTS WORKED IN GROUPS TO IDENTIFY
CHARACTERISTICS OF GOOD REVIEWS AND BAD
REVIEWS




WHEN THE STUDENTS ARE READY TO BEGIN
THEIR RESEARCH. WE SPEND THE NEXT FOUR
DAYS IN THE COMPUTER LAB.

T Students are given
e T —— templates for
L —— CO”eCting their

research notes.




WHY DID YOU CHOOSE THIS ARTIST?




SOME OF THE WEBSITES | HAVE STUDENTS USE:

Wikipedia
Songfacts.com
A-Z Lyrics
Metrolyrics

Official Webpage for the
artist or band.

€ Imagine Dragons - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia - Google Chrome

[=[&@]x]

€ - C { https/enwikipedia.org/wiki/magine_Dragons

W

WIKIPEDIA
The Free Encyclopedia

Main page
Contents

Featured content
Current events
Random article
Donate to Wikipedia
Wikipedia store

Interaction
Help
About Wikipedia
Community portal
Recent changes
Contact page

Tools
What links here
Related changes
Upload file
Special pages
Permanent link
Page informafion
Wikidata item
Cite this page

Printiexport
Create a book

Article  Talk

Imagine Dragons

Create account Login

Read Edit View history \Search Q|

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Imagine Dragons is an American rack band from Las Vegas, Nevada.
Imagine Dragons' lineup consists of lead vocalist Dan Reynolds, guitarist
Wayne "Wing" Sermon, bassist Ben McKee and drummer Daniel
Platzman ™ The band gained exposure fallowing the release of their
debut studio album, Night Visions (2012) and first single "It's Time". The
band's second studio album Smoke + Mirrors reached number one on
the Bilboard 200, Canadian Albums Chart, and UK Albums Chart Bl
Night Visions peaked at number two on the weekly Bilboard 200 and UK
Albums Chart. According to Bilboard, Imagine Dragons topped the year-
end rock rankings for 2013 Bilboard named them 'The Breakihrough
Band of 2013", and Rolling Stone named their single "Radioactive” 'the
biggest rock hit of the vear' EEM ATV called them "the year's biggest
breakout bang" £l

Imagine Dragons won an American Music Award for Favorite Alternafive
Artist, a Grammy Award for Best Rock Performance, five Bilboard Music
Awards, and a World Music Award. In May 2014, the band was
nominated for a fotal of fourteen different Billboard Music Awards,
including Top Artist of the Year and a Milestone Award, recognizing
innovation and creativity of different artists across different genres.

Contents [hide]
1 History

Imagine Dragons in 2012. Leftfo right: Daniel
Platzman, Ben McKee, Dan Reynolds, and Daniel
Wayne Sermon.

Background information
Qrigin Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
Genres Rock
Yearsactive  2008-present
Labels KIDinaKORNER - Interscope

Associated acts Eqyptian - The Moth & The Flame

Website imaginedragonsmusic.com g?

Members Dan Reynolds

Daniel Wavne Sermon

D




ONCE ALL THE NOTES HAVE BEEN TAKEN, STUDENTS ARE GIVEN
A TEMPLATE FOR WRITING THEIR ROUGH DRAFT. EACH
PARAGRAPH HAS A CHECKLIST OF THE KIND OF INFORMATION
THAT SHOULD GO IN IT.

Mame AM or PM

Music Review Template. Use the information you have been collecting to write
wour first introductory paragraph for your music review. Use the checklist below
to be sure that you include all of these things:

Your artist’s name, including their full name and their stoge name.
Any instrument s your artist plays.

___ Howyour artist got started in music.

__ Where your artist is from,

__ The Genre your artist plays.

__ Who inspired (s) your artist.

__ Any special albums or awards your artist has,
__ 2-3 things that make your artist interesting




THE FINAL STEP...
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TYPE AND HAND IN...

Adeing Mex Music,” M. Grant
3~10-15 Paramaors Music

[Paramars
By Adsina Mez
Paramgrs & a rock and punk pop band from Frankdin, Tennesszes k &
made up of Hayley Williams, the lead wocalist, pianist, and keyhoard player
Jeremy Davie, the bass guitarist; and Taylor York, the peroussionist, badadng
wocalist, and bead guitarst Hayley started woice lessons at the age of fourtesn
and was signed to Atantic records as a solo artist in 2003, Before Paramore,
she and Jeremy Davis were part of a2 cover band called The Factory. Paramom
was formed when Hayley met former bandmates and founding members Josh
and Zac Fame at a homeschooling program after moving to Franklin from
Meridan, Missiksippi.  Their inspirations indude Jimmy Eat World, Death Cab for
Cutie, and Hew Found Glory. The name Paramars came from the maiden name
of one of the original membe's mother They decided to kesp the name after
finding out that the word “paramour” means “secret lover”™ The band was
ongnally signed to Atantic Records, but decided that 2 minor laba would ba
better for them. They are currently signed to Fueled by Ramen. Paramars has
won multiple Tesn Choice Awards, People's Choice Awards, and Kerang
Fomrds, ameng othas, Albums by them are S New Seec, BOTE Al we
Know iz Faling and a sef-ttled album, Faamore

Review

“4int &t Fun” & an upheat song about realizing that not everything =
ahout you. The dynamics are medium show throughout the song but speed up
slightly during the chorus. The form & aveage, with a short intro e most
other Paramare songs, and a gospel choir sings in the badeground during the
wircal break and outre. Other than wocals, the instrumentation of the song
indudes the giophone, keyboard, bass and dedrnic guitars, and drums. The
mood & carefres, yet the brics are scolding as & shown when Hapley sings,
“what are you gogna do  when the world don't orbit around you” and “you
sme it's masy to ignore 3 trouhls / when you're [idn in 2 bubble” With =
refatahle and well written lyrics, it's no surprize that it won the band their fist
Grammy Award, “Best Bodk Song”

“ignorance” & a loud song with a fast tempo and average form. The
mood & angy. and Hayley & almost pelling during the chorus and end of =ach
werse, loe when che cings, Tm just a person but you can't take it” The song i
about two people that used to be really dose, but now bardy talk, as & shown
in the lyrics, “pou treat me just ke another stranger” and “the frisnds that

stude together / we wrote our names in blood” Haylesy's powsful woice

na M=z Music/ Ms. Grant

3-10-15 Paramgos Music Revies

communicates her feslings amazingly and the well-thought-out brics, along with
the skilfully played electric and bass guitars and drums, really add to this
amazing song.

Another great song by Paramars & “Playing God,” a song with and angy
mood, medium tempo, and average form. This song has medium soft dynamics
that g=t louder during the chorus, and a badeup group sings softly near the
end of the chorus and bridge k & about people who blame others when they
should be blaming themselves. "Hext time you point a finger [/ Il point you to
the miror” & a lyric that shows this. The instrumentation i slactric and bass
guitar, drums, and wocals H.a.}iq."i woice & amazing dear, high, and full of
fesling This fantastic song i relazable and catchy.

Paramarss Winting the Future tour starts Agril twenty-seeenth, 2015. This
talantad band i constantly creating cutstanding songs. =0 it & almost cartain
that they can only grow in popularity. Their song "Decode” was featured in the
Twilight movie and “Monster” was part of the Transformers: Dark of the Moon
soundtracke They hawe gmined and lost members multiple times, but they
continue to maks great music, which snsures that they will be part of the
music business for years to come




NATIONAL CORE ARTS STANDARDS

Responding

Understanding and evaluating how the arts convey meaning.
Anchor Standards:

Re7. Perceive and analyze artistic work

Re8. Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work

Re9. Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work

Connecting

Relating artistic ideas and work with personal meaning and
external context

Anchor Standards:
Cnll. Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and




COMMON CORE—COLLEGE AND CAREER
READINESS ANCHOR STANDARDS

Reading:

1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the
course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rnymes and other
repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or
section of a story or drama.

9. Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their
presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing
different interpretations of facts. a. Use their experience and their knowledge of
language and logic, as well as culture, to think analytically, address problems
creatively, and advocate persuasively.




COMMON CORE—COLLEGE AND CAREER
READINESS ANCHOR STANDARDS

Writing;:

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information
clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a
new approach.

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and
collaborate with others.

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and
accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.




WHAT DID YOU LIKE ABOUT THIS PROJECT?




WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THIS PROJECT?




IN CONCLUSION...

This is a favorite project, both for the students and for me.

The students learn how to listen to music and how to back up their
opinions. They begin to learn how to do research and how to
evaluate a source. They learn how to articulate their opinions in

an intelligent way.

Students practice common core skills without sacrificing music
content.

| learn more about the students through their music—about who
they are as people.

It's a win-win.
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