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BACKGROUND 

Students were asked to look at jobs that people 
do using music. We discussed the following  
jobs:  
• music teacher  
• music therapist 
• performer  

and then we looked at what a music critic 
does. 
 

 

 



WHAT IS A MUSIC CRITIC? 



CONSUME, CRITIQUE, PRODUCE… 

 Several years ago, our district 
participated in a training called “Literacy 
Cohort.”  One of the things I took away 
from this was: if you want students to 
create a good product, they must first 
consume many examples (both good and 
bad), critique them, and THEN they can 
produce a good product. 



PROCESS: 

Students spent time reviewing/learning specific music 
vocabulary to use when writing about their music artist. 

Students read many examples of music reviews from 
websites and from previous student examples.  

They compared the reviews to harvest common 
information and to evaluate the quality of the reviews 
themselves to determine the characteristics of a well-
written review. 



TEENINK.COM IS A WEBSITE THAT HAS REVIEWS 
WRITTEN BY TEENS FOR A TEEN AUDIENCE 



THEY ALSO READ EXAMPLES FROM PREVIOUS 
7TH GRADERS AND COMPARE THOSE, TOO. 



STUDENTS WORKED IN GROUPS TO IDENTIFY 
CHARACTERISTICS OF GOOD REVIEWS AND BAD 
REVIEWS 



Students are given 
templates for 
collecting their 
research notes. 

WHEN THE STUDENTS ARE READY TO BEGIN 
THEIR RESEARCH.  WE SPEND THE NEXT FOUR 
DAYS IN THE COMPUTER LAB. 



WHY DID YOU CHOOSE THIS ARTIST? 



Wikipedia 
Songfacts.com 
A-Z Lyrics 
Metrolyrics 
Official Webpage for the 

artist or band. 

SOME OF THE WEBSITES I HAVE STUDENTS USE: 



ONCE ALL THE NOTES HAVE BEEN TAKEN, STUDENTS ARE GIVEN 
A TEMPLATE FOR WRITING THEIR ROUGH DRAFT.  EACH 
PARAGRAPH HAS A CHECKLIST OF THE KIND OF INFORMATION 
THAT SHOULD GO IN IT. 



THE FINAL STEP… 



TYPE AND HAND IN… 



NATIONAL CORE ARTS STANDARDS 

Responding 
Understanding and evaluating how the arts convey meaning. 
Anchor Standards: 
Re7. Perceive and analyze artistic work 
Re8. Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work 
Re9. Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work 
Connecting 
Relating artistic ideas and work with personal meaning and 

external context 
Anchor Standards: 
Cn11. Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 

historical context to deepen understanding 



COMMON CORE—COLLEGE AND CAREER 
READINESS ANCHOR STANDARDS 
Reading: 

1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.  

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or 
section of a story or drama.  

9. Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their 
presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing 
different interpretations of facts. a. Use their experience and their knowledge of 
language and logic, as well as culture, to think analytically, address problems 
creatively, and advocate persuasively.  



COMMON CORE—COLLEGE AND CAREER 
READINESS ANCHOR STANDARDS 
Writing: 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information 
clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.  
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach.  
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and 
collaborate with others.  
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.  
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.  
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.  



WHAT DID YOU LIKE ABOUT THIS PROJECT? 



WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THIS PROJECT? 



IN CONCLUSION… 
This is a favorite project, both for the students and for me.   
The students learn how to listen to music and how to back up their 

opinions. They begin to learn how to do research and how to 
evaluate a source.  They learn how to articulate their opinions in 
an intelligent way. 

Students practice common core skills without sacrificing music 
content. 

I learn more about the students through their music—about who 
they are as people. 

 
It’s a win-win. 
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